



Dawson House; Great San key 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
4th January, 1978
To: Members of the South Lancashire 
Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(Messrs R.D. Houghton (Chairman);
T.A. Blackledge; J. Clegg; J. Johnson;
R.H. Wiseman; Dr. R.B. Broughton;
Professor W.E. Kershaw; Chairman of the 
Authority (P.J. Liddell); the Vice Chairman of 
the Authority (J.A. Foster); and the Chairman 
of the Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 
(T.A.F. Barnes)(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE will be held at 2.30 p.m. on WEDNESDAY, 11TH JANUARY, 1978, 
at the LANCASHIRE AREA OFFICE of the RIVERS DIVISION, 48 WEST CLIFF, 




A G E N D A
1. Apologies for Absence.
2. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
3. Membership of Committee.
4. Land Drainage Representation on the Committee.
5. Fisheries Income and Expenditure.
6. Regional Water Resources Study.
7. Worthington Reservoirs: 'A' Fishery Regulations
'B' Future Development Policy for the 
Fishery with particular reference 
to trout fishing.
8. Radioactive Discharges and Fishery Interests.
9. Report by Area Fisheries Officer on Fisheries Activities.
210. Recreation on Authority Owned Waters.
11. Any Other Business.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
11TH JANUARY, 1978
MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE
1 . As Members w i l l  be a w a re , Mr. T .A .F . B a rn e s  was a p p o in te d  
by th e  M in is te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  an d  Food to  su c c e e d  
Mr. J .R .S .  W atson a s  f i s h e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on th e  A u th o r i ty  
w ith  e f f e c t  from  1 s t  O c to b e r  1977*
2 .  Mr. B arn es  was s u b s e q u e n t ly  a p p o in te d  t o  m em bership  o f  
th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee an d  was e l e c te d  
C hairm an o f  t h a t  C om m ittee on 1 4 th  November 1977 . He th e re u p o n  
became an  ex  o f f i c i o  Member o f  a l l  f i v e  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A dv iso ry  
C om m ittees.
3 . Mr. B arn es  was o r i g i n a l l y  n o m in a ted  a s  a  Member o f  th e
S o u th  L a n c a s h ire  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee by R ib b le  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  
and  i t  i s  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  th e  A s s o c ia t io n  now be i n v i t e d  to  n o m in a te  
a  re p la c e m e n t f o r  him  on t h i s  Com m ittee f o r  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  th e  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee .
4 . A n o m in a tio n  i s  s t i l l  a w a ite d  r e g a r d in g  th e  a d d i t i o n a l
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  c o a r s e  a n g le r s  on th e  C om m ittee .
J
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
11TH JANUARY, 1978 
LAND DRAINAGE REPRESENTATION ON THE COMMITTEE
On 8 th  D ecem ber 1977, (M inu te  No. 18) th e  R e g io n a l Land drainage 
Com m ittee ap p ro v ed  th e  a p p o in tm e n t by th e  L a n c a s h i re  Land D ra in ag e  
Com m ittee o f  Mr. J .  C le g g , o f  420 M arket S t r e e t ,  W h itw o rth , a s  su c ­
c e s s o r  to  Mr. R. F a r r in g to n  to  r e p r e s e n t  la n d  d r a in a g e  i n t e r e s t s  on 
t h i s  C om m ittee .




FISHERIES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
The f i n a l  recom m endations o f  th e  R e g io n a l C om m ittee , su b s e ­
q u e n tly  ap p ro v e d  by th e  P o l ic y  and R e so u rc e s  C om m ittee and co n firm ed  
by th e  A u th o r i ty  a r e  s e t  o u t in  A ppendix  I  h e r e t o .
The f o r m a l  s t a t u t o r y  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  i m p l e m e n ta t i o n  o f  t h e  
p r o p o s a ls  hav e  b een  p u t  i n  h an d .
As w i l l  be  s e e n  f ro m  re c o m m e n d a tio n  ( 9 )  i n  A p p e n d ix  I  t h e  
q u e s t i o n  o f  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  w as d e f e r r e d  
and th e  C o m m itte e 's  v iew s a r e  r e q u e s te d .
The c u r r e n t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  i n  f o r c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  
w ere ap p ro v e d  by th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e  F i s h e r i e s  and Food i n  
O c to b e r  l a s t  and became e f f e c t i v e  on 1 s t  J a n u a ry , 1978 They r e p r e s e n t  
a 30% in c r e a s e  o v e r a l l  on th e  th e n  e x i s t i n g  d u t i e s .  D e t a i l s  o f  th e s e  
c u r r e n t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  a r e  g iv e n  i n  A ppendix I I .
A P P E N D I X  1
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That in calculating the income to be received from 
fishing licence duties, primary regard be given to the 
cost of licensing and enforcement.
(2) That whereas the cost of licensing and enforcement 
is estimated at 56% of fisheries expenditure, in 1979 
licence duties be fixed so .as to recover an estimated 
40% of the total fisheries expenditure. (The income 
from the adoption of the following recommendations is 
estimated at £284,000 for.1979).
(3) That there be only two rod licences (plus conces­
sionary licences) from 1st January 1979 throughout the 
Region. 
(4) (a) That the following be eligible
for concessionary licences:-
(i) man aged 65 or over
(ii) woman aged 60 or over 
(iii) juniors aged 10 to 16 years
inclusive, provided that a nil 
duty be applied until the age of 
14 years is attained.
(b) That following consultation with the 
National Council for the Disabled, the 
present system of issuing temporary 
licences be continued to cater for 
disabled anglers.
(5) That the system of issuing seven day rod licences 
be continued.
(6) That licence duties be introduced for commercial 
eel fishing.
(7) That the scale of licence duties be as follows:-
Salmon, migratory trout, brown trout, rainbow trout and char
Whole area £5,50
Juniors (14 to 16 years 
inclusive), man aged 65 
or over, and woman aged 
60 or over £2.75
£2.757 day licence
Juniors (10 to 13 years 
inclusive) Nil
Freshwater fish and eels
Whole area £ 1,50
Juniors (14 to 16 years 
inclusive), man aged 65 
or over and woman aged 
60 or over £0.75
£0.757 day licence
Juniors (10 to 13 years 
inclusive), Nil
C om m ercial e e l  f i s h i n g
F ix e d  e e l  t r a p s  £25 p e r  t r a p  p e r  annum
E e l o r  Fyke n e t s  £10  p e r  annum
T r a p s ,  p u tc h e o n s  o r  £5 p e r  25 (o r  p a r t
b a s k e t s  t h e r e o f )  t r a p s  p e r  annum
(8) T h a t  w h i l s t  no f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n  be g iv e n  t o  t h e  
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  le v y in g  f i s h e r y  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  in  t h e  R e g io n , 
th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a in in g  incom e from  "o th e r s o u rc e s  be  
i n v e s t i g a t e d  w ith  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  p o l i c in g  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  b a i l i f f s .
(9) T h a t t h e  q u e s t io n  o f  i n c r e a s in g  n e t  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  be  
d e f e r r e d  f o r  f u r t h e r  c o n s id e r a t io n .
(10) T h a t  a  f u r t h e r  r e v ie w  o f  th e  l i c e n c e  d u t i e s  and 
l i c e n s i n g  sy s te m  be  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  12 m o n th s ' t im e ,
APPENDIX II
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
SALMON AND FRESHWATER FISHERIES ACT 1975 
FISHERIES LICENCE DUTIES
Details of licence duties applicable from 1st January, 1978 
as follows
ROD AND LINE (Whole Area)
Salmon and Migratory Trout
Season 15<
* Part season to May 31 7.
* Part season from June 1 9>
Season junior (14-16 years inclusive, man aged
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over) 6,
* Part season junior to May 31 (14-16 years
inclusive, man aged 65 or over and woman
aged 60 or over) 3'
* Part season junior from June 1 (14-16 years
inclusive, man aged 65 or over and woman
aged 60 or over) 4>
Seven Days 2,
A Licence marked * will entitle the holder 
to fish for eels, non-migratory trout (brown, 
rainbow and char) and freshwater fish for the 
whole of the respective season.
Non-migratory Trout (Brown, Ranbow and Char)
Season 2
Season junior (14-16 years inclusive, man aged
65 or over and woman aged 60 or over) 1
Seven days 0
Freshwater Fish and Eels
Season 1
Season junior (14-16 years inclusive, man aged
















£ROD AND LINE ( a r e a  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  
fo rm e r M ersey and W eaver R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
F re s h w a te r  F is h  and E e ls
Season 0 .6 5
Season  j u n i o r  (1 4 -1 6  y e a r s  i n c l u s i v e ,  man 
aged  65 o r  o v e r  and woman aged  60 o r  
o v e r) 0 .3 5
NOTE: C h i ld re n  aged  13 y e a r s  and u n d e r
w i l l  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  to  pay a d u ty  
f o r  rod  and l i n e  l i c e n c e  f o r  any 
o f  th e  f o re g o in g  c a t e g o r i e s .
NETS AND FIXED ENGINES ( a r e a  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  
o f  th e  fo rm e r Cum berland R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
Whole A rea D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel N et
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  when w et 275 m e tre s  i n
le n g th )  7 8 .0 0
R iv e r  Eden Draw, D ra f t  o r  S e in e  N et
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  when w et 275 m e tre s  in
le n g th )  195 .00
R iv e r  Esk (B o rd e r)  Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  N et
(n o t  e x c e e d in g  when w et 275 m e tre s  in
l e n g th )  6 5 .0 0
Whole A rea Heave o r  H aaf N et 16 .90
R iv e r  Eden Coop ' 117 .0 0
R iv e r  D erw ent Coop 260 .0 0
S o u th  and W est Cum berland G a r th  130 .00
NETS ( a r e a  w i th in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  th e  
fo rm e r L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty )
R iv e r  R ib b le  D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel N et
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  when w et 140 m e tre s  i n
l e n g th )  5 2 .0 0
R iv e r  Lune D r i f t ,  Hang o r  Whammel N et
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  when w et 300 m e tre s  i n
le n g th ) 104 .00
R iv e r  L une, Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  N et
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  when w et 185 m e tre s  i n  
l e n g th ) 9 1 .0 0
R iv e r  Duddon Draw, D r a f t  o r  S e in e  N et
( n o t  e x c e e d in g  when w et 185 m e tre s  in  
le n g th ) 7 1 .5 0
£R iv e r  Lune Heave o r  H aaf N et 39*00
R iv e r  K ent Lave N et 39*00
R iv e r  Leven Lave N et 3 2 .5 0




REGIONAL WATER RESOURCES STUDY
In  th e  Autumn o f  1976, a f t e r  c o n s id e r in g  a  "R e p o rt on A l t e r n a t i v e  
W ater R eso u rce  D e v e lo p m en ts" , th e  A u th o r i ty  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  n e x t  
s ta g e  o f  th e  work r e l a t e d  to  r e g io n a l  w a te r  r e s o u r c e  developm en t 
s h o u ld  c o m p rise  e n g in e e r in g  and e n v iro n m e n ta l s t u d i e s  on a  s h o r t - l i s t  
o f  f o u r  p o s s ib l e  schem es, i n  f u l l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i th  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  
and o th e r  i n t e r e s t e d  b o d ie s .
The fo u r  p o s s ib l e  schem es s e l e c t e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  w ere a s  
f o l l o w s : -
H e l l i f i e l d  R e s e rv o i r
Borrow Beck R e s e rv o i r
E n la rg em en t o f  th e  e x i s t i n g  H aw esw ater R e s e rv o i r
E s t u a r i a l  S to ra g e  i n  Morecambe Bay.
In  s e l e c t i n g  th e s e  schem es f o r  f u r t h e r  s tu d y ,  th e  A u th o r i ty  re c o g ­
n is e d  th e  need  f o r  f u l l  a w a ren e ss  o f  th e  im p a c t o f  any  new s o u rc e  on 
th e  en v iro n m en t g e n e r a l l y ,  and on l o c a l  i n t e r e s t s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  Con­
s e q u e n t ly ,  th e  A u th o r i ty  em barked on a  m ajo r s tu d y  f o r  a  f u l l  a n a ly s i s  
an d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  im p a c t  o f  e a c h  s h o r t - l i s t e d  
schem e.
As p a r t  o f  th e  s tu d y  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  o b ta in  
a d v ic e  on th e  f i s h e r y  i m p l ic a t i o n s  o f  th e  a l t e r n a t i v e  schem es. I t  i s  
s u g g e s te d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  a  g roup  o f  members o f  t h i s  Com m ittee sh o u ld  
be e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  in fo rm a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p u rp o s e s .  Such a rra n g e m e n ts  
w ould , i n  f a c t ,  be s i m i l a r  to  th o s e  a g re e d  by th e  C om m ittee i n  1975 a s  
p a r t  o f  th e  p r e l im in a r y  t e c h n i c a l  a p p r a i s a l  o f  a  l a r g e r  number o f  
schem es.
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
SOUTH LANCASHIRE 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
11TH JANUARY, 1978 
WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS -  FISHERY REGULATIONS
At th e  m ee tin g  h e ld  on 1 4 th  N ovem ber, 1977 (M inute  No. 28) th e  
R e g io n a l C om m ittee recommended t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  be ask ed  t o  c o n s id e r  
r e l e a s i n g  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  p r e s e n t l y  im posed a t  W o rth in g to n  R e s e rv o i r s  
in  r e l a t i o n  t o  g r o u n d - b a i t in g  and lo o s e - f e e d in g .
On 2 8 th  Novem ber, 1977, t h i s  recom m endation  was d i s c u s s e d  by th e  
W ater M anagement C om m ittee who in  t u r n  r e s o lv e d
"T h a t c o n s id e r a t io n  be g iv e n  t o  t h e  r e l a x a t i o n  
o f  th e  c u r r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  a f t e r  m o n ito r ­
in g  o f  th e  w a te r  h as  been  c a r r i e d  o u t  o v e r 
a p e r io d  o f  a y e a r . "




 WORTHINGTON RESERVOIRS -  
FUTURE DEVELOPMENT POLICY FOR THE 
FISHERY WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE 
TO TROUT FISHING
When i t  w as e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  W o r th in g to n  R e s e r v o i r s  c o u ld  be  
d e v e lo p e d  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  i t  was recommended t h a t  th e  f i s h e r y  sh o u ld  be 
d e v e lo p e d  a s  a  c o u rs e  f i s h e r y .  T here  w ere th r e e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  
a p p ro a c h . 
( i )  The p ro v en  e x is t e n c e  in  th e  r e s e r v o i r s  o f  s to c k s  o f  unknown 
s i z e ,  o f  ro a c h  and p e rc h .
( i i )  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  r e s e r v o i r s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  i n  an  a r e a  w h e re  
c o a r s e  a n g le r s  p re d o m in a te , and w here t h e r e  i s  a c o n s id e r a b le  
 u n s a t i s f i e d  demand f o r  e x t r a  w a te r  sp a c e  t o  accom m odate t h i s  
ty p e  o f  f i s h i n g .
( i i i )  The f a c t  t h a t  th e  r e s e r v o i r s  l i e  a t  a f a i r l y  low  a l t i t u d e  (ab o u t 
60m above m sl) and a r e  th u s  b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t o  c o a r s e  f i s h  th a n  
th o s e  a t  g r e a t e r  a l t i t u d e .
W ith th e  drawdown o f  A r le y  R e s e rv o ir  d u r in g  th e  summer o f  1976 i t  was 
c l e a r  t h a t  many o f  th e  f i s h  in  t h i s  r e s e r v o i r  m ust hav e  found t h e i r  
way i n t o  W o rth in g to n  R e s e rv o i r  ( th e  b o tto m  one) and f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  th e  
i n i t i a l  s to c k in g  w ith  c o a r s e  f i s h  w hich was c a r r i e d  o u t  in  l a t e  1976 
and e a r l y  1977 was c o n c e n t r a te d  on  A rle y  and th e  s m a ll  s e p a r a te  A d lin g ­
to n  R e s e rv o i r  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  c h a in .  P u re ly  a s  a bonus f o r  a n g le r s ,  
th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a  few  h u n d red  t r o u t  m igh t 
be in tro d u c e d  i n t o  W o rth in g to n  R e s e r v o i r .  The i n t e n t i o n  was t h a t  
d u r in g  th e  open  s e a s o n  f o r  t r o u t  f i s h i n g ,  a n g le r s  s h o u ld  be a b le  t o  
f i s h  f o r  t r o u t  in  t h i s  r e s e r v o i r  by any l e g a l  m ethod . D uring  th e  
c o a r s e  f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n ,  when f i s h i n g  f o r  c o a r s e  f i s h  w ould n o t  be 
p e rm i t te d  on th e  r e s e r v o i r s ,  i t  sh o u ld  be p o s s ib l e  f o r  th o s e  w ish in g  to  
do so  t o  f i s h  f o r  t r o u t  w ith  f l y  o n ly  ( in  o r d e r  t o  a v o id  ta k in g  c o a r s e  
f i s h )  in  W o rth in g to n  R e s e r v o i r ,  th u s  p ro v id in g  some m easu re  o f  s p o r t  
a l l  th e  y e a r  ro u n d . I t  was a p p r e c ia te d  t h a t  th e  e s ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  a 
m ixed g a m e /c o a rse  f i s h e r y  o f  t h i s  k in d  would r a i s e  some prob lem s o f  
m anagem ent and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e s e  
w ould p ro v e  in s u p e r a b le  i f  s e n s i b l e  r e g u l a t i o n s  w ere made t o  c o n t r o l  
t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  d r a f t i n g  t h e s e  i t  w as c o n s i d e r e d  e s s e n t i a l  t o  
e n su re s
( i)  T h a t an  a n g le r  s h o u ld  n o t  be a b le  to  f i s h  f o r  and ta k e  t r o u t  
w h ile  h o ld in g  o n ly  a c o a r s e  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e .
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(ii) That if, while fishing for coarse fish in Worthington Reservoir 
he caught trout, he should be able legally to keep these if he 
wished, up to the prescribed bag limit.
(iii) That, in the interests of conserving trout stocks, they should, 
so far as possible be adequately protected during the close 
season, even though no spawning would be likely to take place in 
the reservoir.
3. With these aims in view, the regulations at present in force stipulate 
that:-
(i) Any trout caught between 1st October and 14th March inclusive 
must immediately be returned to the water, unless it is in a 
moribund state on being landed. (If the hook cannot readily be 
removed, the line must be cut off as close as possible to the 
hook, and the fish returned at once to the water.) If in a 
moribund state, it must be killed and handed to the Warden.
(ii) During the close season for coarse fish, between 15th March ! ' ' 
and 15th June inclusive, there shall be no fishing on the / 
reservoirs, except on Worthington Resevoir where fishing for 
trout with fly only shall be permitted.
(iii) Any angler wishing to fish in Worthington Reservoir at any time 
must be in possession of a licence for non-migratory trout.
(iv) A surcharge on the coarse fishing permit (to cover trout 
fishing) is payable by any angler wishing to fish in Worthington 
Reservoir.
(v) The bag limit shall be 1 brace of sizeable trout per day.
(vi) The number and size of any trout caught must be recorded and 
the record handed in at the Warden's hut on leaving.
4. Of these requirements, (iii) and (iv) appear to have raised the great­
est controversy, on the grounds that Worthington Reservoir is known to 
hold good stocks of coarse fish and that anglers want to fish for them 
who are not necessarily in the least interested in catching trout. 
(They are likely to do so, however, whether they want to or not.) 
These anglers contend that if they do not wish to fish for trout, they 
should not be obliged to take out a trout licence and pay a surcharge on 
their permit. The reverse view also has its supporters, who welcome 
the provision of trout fishing within easy reach of Wigan and who, in 
some cases, have made it clear that they would gladly pay several times 
the charge currently being made, if, as a result, they are able to fish 
for trout. As no natural spawning will take place in the reservoir, 
stocking with takeable fish will be necessary if trout stocks are to be 
maintained.
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5 . The v iew  e x p re s s e d  by th e  R e c r e a t io n  and A m enity O f f i c e r  i s  t h a t ,  
a s  t h i s  f i s h e r y  h a s  been  open  f o r  some th r e e  m onths o n ly ,  (and t h a t  
a f t e r  th e  end o f  th e  t r o u t  f i s h i n g  se a so n )  , any d e c i s i o n  on  f u tu r e  
m anagem ent sh o u ld  be p o s tp o n e d  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  th e  end o f  th e  1978 t r o u t  
f i s h i n g  se a so n  t o  a l lo w  a f u l l  y e a r 's  o p e r a t io n  t o  be c o m p le te d . T h is  
w ould a l s o  a l lo w  him  tim e  to  c a r r y  o u t  some m ark e t r e s e a r c h  on th e  
q u e s t io n  o f  t r o u t  f i s h i n g  d u r in g  th e  s p r in g  and summer o f  1978 .
6 . I t  i s  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  th e  Com m ittee sh o u ld  be a p p r is e d  o f  th e  c o n f l i c ­
t i n g  v iew s w hich a l r e a d y  e x i s t  in  o r d e r  t h a t  th e y  may c o n s id e r ,  d u r in g  
th e  1978 f i s h in g  s e a s o n , w h e th e r , from  th e  p o in t  o f  v iew  o f  th e  u s e r s  
o f  th e  f i s h e r y  i t  w ould  be p r e f e r a b l e  t o  c o n t in u e  to  manage th e  r e s e r ­
v o i r s  a s  a m ixed f i s h e r y  so  a s  t o  p ro v id e  some o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  t r o u t  
f i s h i n g  f o r  th o s e  w ish in g  to  ta k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  i t ,  o r  w h e th e r i t  sh o u ld  
be  managed s o l e l y  a s  a c o a r s e  f i s h e r y ,  th e  e x i s t i n g  s to c k  o f  t r o u t  
b e in g  a llo w e d  t o  d is a p p e a r  p r o g r e s s iv e l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  c a p tu r e  and 
n a t u r a l  m o r t a l i t y .  T h is  s h o u ld  e n a b l e  th em  t o  g i v e  a c o n s i d e r e d  
o p in io n  a t  th e  m ee tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee in  O c to b e r , 1978.
7 . I f  i t  i s  recommended t h a t  t r o u t  f i s h i n g  sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  t o  be made 
a v a i l a b l e ,  th e r e  a r e  two m anagement o p t io n s  open  t o  th e  a u t h o r i t y : -
( i)  A r le y  and A d lin g to n  R e s e rv o i r s  s h o u ld  be managed a s  a t  p r e s e n t ,  
a s  c o a r s e  f i s h e r i e s ,  and W o rth in g to n  R e s e rv o ir  s h o u ld  c o n tin u e  
t o  be managed a s  a m ixed t r o u t / c o a r s e  f i s h e r y  u n d er th e  same 
r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  a t  p r e s e n t .
( i i )  A r le y  and A d lin g to n  R e s e rv o i r s  sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  t o  be managed 
a s  c o a r s e  f i s h e r i e s ,  b u t  W o rth in g to n  R e s e rv o ir  s h o u ld  be managed 
a s  a t r o u t  f i s h e r y .  In  t h i s  e v e n t ,  th e  C o m m itte e 's  a d v ic e  i s  
so u g h t on th e  q u e s t io n s  o f  w h e th e r
(a) F is h in g  f o r  t r o u t  s h o u ld  be p e rm i t te d  (e x c e p t  d u r in g  th e  
c o a r s e  f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n  when " f l y  o n ly "  s h o u ld  be th e  
r u le )  by any l e g a l  m eans, o r  w hether i t  sh o u ld  be  r e s t r i c ­
te d  t o ,  f o r  exam p le , f l y  o n ly ,  o r  to  a c o m b in a tio n  o f  f l y  
and s p in n in g .
(b) W hether, under th e  c o n d i t io n s  a r i s i n g  from  o p t io n  ( i i )  
c o a r s e  f i s h i n g  sh o u ld  be p e r m i t te d  a t  a l l  on W o rth in g to n  
R e s e r v o i r .




RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGE AND 
FISHERY INTERESTS
C o l l e c t io n  o f  sa m p les  o f  f i s h  f o r  a n a l y s i s  a t  th e  F i s h e r i e s  
R a d io b io lo g ic a l  L a b o ra to ry ,  L o w e s to f t ,  h a s  been  c o n tin u e d . Sea t r o u t  
have now been  o b ta in e d  from  th e  B o rd er E sk , E hen , C a ld e r  and D erw en t, 
in  a d d i t io n  t o  th o s e  r e p o r te d  p r e v io u s ly .
A r e p o r t  h as  been  r e c e iv e d  from  L o w e s to f t  on some o f  t h e  sa m p le s  
s u b m it te d  e a r l i e r  in  th e  y e a r .  The o n ly  g am m a-em ittin g  r a d io n u c le id e s  
d e te c te d  w ere caes iu m -1 3 7  and c a e s iu m -1 3 4 , p lu s  th e  n a t u r a l l y  o c c u r ­
r in g  p o ta s s iu m -4 0 . (The two fo rm er o r i g i n a t e  from  W in d s c a le .)
C o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  r a d i o n u c l e i d e s  i n  s e a  t r o u t  m u s c le
w ere :
R iv e r Duddon: c a es iu m -1 3 7  
c a es iu m -1 3 4  
p o ta s s iu m - 40
1 9 .9  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
1 .7  pCi p e r  g w et w e ig h t
3 .1  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
R iv e r  K en t: c a es iu m -1 3 7  
caes iu m -1 3 4  
p o ta s s iu m - 40
1 2 .7  pCi p e r  g w et w e ig h t
1 .2  pC i p e r  g w et w e ig h t
3 .3  pCi p e r  g w et w e ig h t
F or co m p ariso n  th e  f i g u r e s  o b ta in e d  f o r  m usc le  from  f lo u n d e r s  
t a k e n  a t  F lo o k b u rg h  w e r e :  c a e s iu m - 1 3 7 :  1 5 . 8 + 3 . 5  p C i p e r  g w e t 
w e ig h t:  c a e s iu m -1 3 4 : 2 .0  + 0 .5  pCi p e r  g w et w e ig h t.
The F i s h e r i e s  R a d io b io lo g ic a l  L a b o ra to ry  comments a s  f o l l o w s : -
"To p u t  th e  r e s u l t s  in  r a d i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  th e  
a c c e p ta b le  d a i l y  in ta k e  ( I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Com m ission on 
R a d io lo g ic a l  P r o te c t io n )  i s  3 0 ,0 0 0  pC i f o r  caes iu m -1 3 7  
and 1 3 ,0 0 0  f o r  c a e s iu m -1 3 4 . T h e re fo re  assum ing  t h a t  
a member o f  th e  p u b l ic  e a t s  2 lb  o f  t r o u t  f l e s h  e v e ry  
week o f  th e  y e a r ,  a t  th e  c o n c e n t r a t io n s  o f  f i s h  from  
th e  Duddon, th e n  th e  e s t im a te d  r a d i a t i o n  d o se  h e /s h e  
r e c e i v e s  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e ly  10% o f  t h a t  c o n s i d e r e d  
a c c e p ta b le  by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t i e s , "
F u r th e r  r e s u l t s  a re  e x p e c te d  from  th e  R a d io b io lo g ic a l  L a b o ra to ry  
in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e  and th e y  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  t o  Com m ittee when th e y  
a r e  a v a i l a b l e .




REPORT BY THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
RIVER CONDITIONS AND FISHING 
(i) Salmon
September was a fairly dry month with low flows in the Ribble 
and Hodder. Salmon were observed throughout the length of both 
rivers. Five salmon were taken at Waddow Weir on 11th September; 
the largest of which weighed 10 lbs.
Catches off salmon increased in October with 2 salmon to 25 lbs 
caught on the Ribble, and 17 salmon to 19 lbs caught on the 
Hodder. Many fish have been seen moving through Waddow Weir, 
with some fish seen at Langcliffe and Stainforth Force, The 
Ribble and Hodder were in constant spate and, although there were 
many salmon seen and angling pressure was high, catches were 
rather poor.
(ii) Sea Trout
Good catches of sea trout were recorded in the Hodder at Dunsop 
Bridge during late September,
Fishing continued to improve in October with 42 sea trout being 
caught at Whitewell in one week, the largest fish being 6.5 
lbs,
(iii) Brown Trout
Brown trout catches on the Ribble have been quite reasonable for 
the time of year.
Stocks Reservoir has fished exceptionally well with a 7 lb brown 
trout caught on 9th September. 17 brown trout up to 3. 5 lbs 
were taken on 17th September.
(iv) Coarse Fish
Coarse fishing catches have been generally modest* but some food 
catches h ave been reported on the lower Ribble.
MIGRATORY FISH MOVEMENTS
Month Numbers o f  f i s h
o v e r  4 l b s
Waddow W eir J a n u a ry  3
F e b ru a ry  0
M arch 1
A p r i l  4
May 22
June  37
J u ly  137
A ugust 145
Septem ber 396
O c to b e r 323
November 9
W inck ley  H a l l  J a n u a ry  O
F e b ru a ry  O
M arch O
A p r i l  O
May O
Ju n e  20
J u ly  21
A ugust - 8
Septem ber 74
O cto b e r 254
November 56
L ocks W eir J a n u a ry
F e b ru a ry  
M arch 
A p r i l  
May 
June  
J u ly  
A ugust 
Septem ber 
O c to b er 
November
LANGCLIFFE HATCHERY
B a i l i f f s  w ere u n a b le  t o  work on th e  Hodder in  November t o  c a tc h  b rood  
s to c k  f o r  s t r i p p i n g  due t o  th e  h ig h  flow©.
When th e  r i v e r  l e v e l s  d ro p p ed  in  e a r l y  Decem ber, many o f  th e  f i s h  b e in g  
c a u g h t  had a l r e a d y  spaw ned, A t o t a l  o f  49 cock  salm on 34 hen sa lm o n , 8 
cock  se a  t r o u t  and 24 hen se a  t r o u t  w ere ta k e n  from  th e  H odder.
In  December t h ie v e s  s t o l e  8 hen salm on and 14 hen s e a  t r o u t  from  th e  
h a tc h e r y .  T h is  i s  th e  f i r s t  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  t h i s  n a tu r e  from  t h i s  h a tc h ­
e r y .  The t h e f t  was r e p o r te d  to  th e  P o l ic e .
3 0 ,0 0 0  salm on eg g s  a r e  under in c u b a t io n  a t  th e  h a tc h e r y  a t  th e  p r e s e n t  
t im e . 3 0 ,0 0 0  g re e n  salm on o v a  h av e  been  g iv e n  t o  th e  Y o rk s h ire  W ater 













4. FISH MORTALITIES AND/OR POLLUTION INCIDENTS
No significant pollution incidents have occurred during the review 
period apart from the suspected cyanide poisoning in Swanside Beck which 
is dealt with in paragraph 6.
5. FISH DISEASE
Bailiffs have reported that the incidence of UDN symptoms in migratory 
salmonids in the Ribble and Hodder was higher than in recent years with 
80% of the spawning fish estimated to be affected.
6. POACHING
Bailiffs have spent a lot of time on anti-poaching patrols and as a 
possible consequence of this there was virtually no poaching on the 
Ribble and Hodder in September.
There was evidence of some poaching on these rivers in October although 
nobody was apprehended. In early November with the rivers in spate, no 
poaching was possible.
On 20th November, there was a report of a fish mortality in Swanside 
Beck. The Water Quality Department suspected the use of cyanide. All 
the fish were killed in the length between Rimington Weir and Ings Beck 
confluence, a distance of two miles. In estimating the damage the 
bailiffs were hampered by the rivers being in spate with many of the 
dead fish being washed away 46 dead sea trout and 73 dead salmon were 
actually counted in the Beck.
Of the salmon and sea trout killed, the majority were hens which had 
already spawned. Several hundred trout, bullheads, etc., were also 
killed by the pollution.
7. POLLUTION OF STOCK BECK
Recent biological and chemical analytical data which has been obtained 
shows little improvement so far in the condition of the Beck. It is 
considered that the winter flows are needed to scour out the stream bed 
and a further survey will, therefore, be carried out in the spring to 
assess any improvement.
